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ay-in and day-out during 2007,
energy headlines continued
unabated. The complexities of
these commodities—electricity, oil, natural
gas—in our world are nearly incomprehensible. In the case of electricity, it’s delivery system is known as “the grid.” Some
have even referred to the grid as the largest
machine man ever created.
Whether energy is produced in Michigan, the Midwest, or elsewhere in North
America, Presque Isle Electric & Gas
Co-op’s goal is to manage the complexities and ensure that electricity and gas are
delivered safely and effciently to your
home or business without fanfare. When
it is interrupted, your co-op’s dedicated
employees’ goal is to restore service as
quickly as possible.
But let us not trivialize energy production, transmission and distribution; it is
complex. Woven intricately into our daily
lives, energy is a vital necessity you have
entrusted your co-op to deliver reliably.
We take it seriously. We can’t think of
anything as important on a cold, northern
Michigan winter night.
Because of its importance in your lives
and reliance on it, we continue to invest
millions of dollars each year in the co-op’s

Meet The Director
Candidates
Three positions on the PIE&G Board of
Directors are up for election at the annual
membership meeting.Members are asked
to vote for one director in each district.
Please see voting instructions (“It’s Time To
Vote!”) on the back cover of this magazine
for details.

delivery system ($4,283,371 in 2007),
replace aged and inadequate utility plant,
maintain rights of way, train employees,
and acquire vehicles and other equipment
to ensure reliable service.
PIE&G made another signifcant commitment in 2007, through its power
supplier Wolverine Power Cooperative,
by agreeing to purchase energy from the
Harvest Wind Farm—a 32-turbine, 52.8
megawatt, $94 million utility-scale wind
farm in Elkton and Pigeon, Michigan—
further diversifying its power supply
portfolio.
We will continue making complex
energy decisions on your behalf. Thank
you in advance for your continued support
and interest in your cooperative. We hope
you have the opportunity to join us at
this year’s annual membership meeting in
Posen on Friday, October 24.
Allan H. Bruder
Chairman

Brian J. Burns
President & Chief
Executive Offcer

Presque Isle District
ALLAN BERG is a lifelong

resident of Presque Isle
County. He believes the
availability of energy and
energy costs are very important in our lives. “We need
to ensure that management
Allan Berg
is making good, efficient
decisions to combat the rising cost of energy
and keep it affordable for the citizens of the
community,” he says.
Allan holds a bachelors degree in accounting, a masters in administration, and three
state licenses. He has over 10 years of government experience, including four years
as Belknap Township supervisor, and works
with many local townships throughout the
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Cheboygan District
JOHN F. BROWN resides

in the Indian River area
with his wife, Carlene, and
three children. He is a partner in Brown’s Saw Mill
and has served as a PIE&G
John Brown board member since 1993.
John has been a member of
PIE&G for 25 years.
“The electric business is a big part of our
world and it infuences everything we do.
As a director, the issues currently being discussed are renewable energy, climate change,
future power supply, and the possibility of a

power plant being constructed in northeast
Michigan,” John says.
John believes keeping the price of energy
affordable and maintaining a reliable distribution system are important to all of us.
John would be honored
to continue to represent the
members of PIE&G.
CINDY SINGLETON resides

Cindy
Singleton

in Cheboygan with her
husband, Mark, and children. She is employed by
the Cheboygan County

Human Society, and has been a member
of PIE&G since 1999. She also served as
a Girl Scout leader for four years.
As a director candidate, Cindy believes the
need to keep energy costs as low as possible for the members while continuing
to improve reliability and service is a high
priority. As a newly elected director she
could bring a fresh view to the board on
common issues. PIE&G provides a high
quality of service to its members and she
would like to ensure it continues.
Cindy would appreciate your vote for
Cheboygan County director.

Montmorency District
ELIZABETH (Betty)
COMOFORD has lived in

Atlanta since 1987 and has
a son, daughter-in-law, and
two grandsons. She is very
active in her community
as president of the Atlanta
Betty
Chamber of Commerce, a
Comoford
member of the Montmorency Library Board, the Montmorency
County Economic Development Committee Board, Michigan Works Board, president of the Montmorency Area Council
of Chambers, and the Wellhead Protection
Board, Briley Township. She also teaches
vacation bible school and attends Big

district by providing property tax administration services.
Together with his work experience and
educational background, Allan will bring
good leadership decisions to keep PIE&G
innovative and strive to deliver low-cost
energy to the community members.
SALLY L.KNOPF lives with

her husband in Belknap
Township/Rogers City
where she is a co-owner
of a Centennial Farm. She
was elected to the PIE&G
Board of Directors in 1990,
Sally Knopf
has served as board secretary
since 1992, and has been a co-op member for
43 years. She also serves on the Resco Board
September 2008

Rock Church.
Betty worked for Gwen Frostic in Frankfort and was secretary of the Coast Guard
Wives Club. She was Fashion Activities
Coordinator for Sears in Sterling Heights.
The majority of her business career was in
management with Sears, Roebuck and Co.
Betty is pursuing a position on the board
to help keep energy service
to PIE&G customers reliable and cost effcient.
DAVID W. SMITH lives near
David Smith

Atlanta, has been a member
of PIE&G since 1994, and
has served on the PIE&G

of Directors and is active in the Rogers City
area community and her church.
Sally has completed the certifed cooperative credentialed director and board
leadership education programs. Current
issues facing the co-op cover a wide variety
of topics and it takes time and experience
to understand the workings of the energy
industry. Knopf feels strongly that reliable
and affordable energy is very important.
Sally would like to continue serving the members of PIE&G and would
appreciate your vote.
JIM MORGAN and his wife,
Jim Morgan

Sarah, live in Onaway. He
is a retired general manager

www.countrylines.com

board for six years. He is retired from the
U.S. Coast Guard, has a masters degree
in engineering, and is very active in community affairs.
“I’d like to contribute my leadership and
decision making skills as well as my budgeting, planning and engineering experience to
best serve the members. Having all 35,000+
members-owners meet each time it’s necessary to determine issues or direct the management team wouldn’t work. Instead, the
members elect directors they trust to represent them fairly, speak on their behalf, and
direct the staff to provide the best choice for
safe, economical energy,” says David. “I am
best suited to meet that responsibility.”

of an electric cooperative in the Upper Peninsula, and has been a member of PIE&G
for 56 years.
Jim would like to utilize his 42 years of
experience in the electric industry to assist
the co-op in preparing for the future. The
entire country is facing an energy crisis,
and, as a director, Jim would like to be
involved in the issues facing the co-op
today (climate change, renewable energy,
and power supply) and to help maintain
PIE&G’s fnancial stability and strong
position in our communities. “Adequate
and affordable energy is important to
all of us and future generations as well,”
he says.
Jim would appreciate your vote for director of Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op.
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Co-op Trends
Comparative Statistics & Trends

1987

Members served, electric (12/31)

1997

2002

2007

24,051

26,234

28,943

31,712

33,451

0

0

2,133

6,804

8,177

24,051

26,234

31,076

38,516

41,628

536

646

734

643

332

0

0

361

715

155

68

72

60

72

68*

$28,206,234

$34,776,000

$49,684,445

$78,960,955

$96,300,857

2007

% Annual
Increase

Members served, gas (12/31)
Members served, total (12/31)
New services connected, electric
New services connected, gas
Full-time employees
Total co-op assets

1992

*as of 2/1/08

Comparative Costs & Revenues
1. Cost of electric operation

1987
$4,801,303

$10,569,641

4.0%

160,882,533

264,002,400

2.5%

$0.030

$0.040

1.5%

$6,792,176

$17,640,652

4.9%

$0.042

$0.067

2.4%

6. Electric operating revenue

$11,657,188

$28,158,644

4.5%

7. Electric operating margins

$63,709

-$51,649

2. Purchased power, kwh
3. Unit cost of electric operations, $/kwh (Line 1÷Line 2)
4. Cost of purchased power*
5. Purchased power, $/kwh (Line 4÷Line 2)

* Purchased power includes cost for energy, capacity, transmission, and distribution services.

iss It!
Don’t M

PIE&G’s 2008

Annual Meeting

Posen High School
Friday, October 24, 1 p.m.
$100 prize drawing for voting by mail, with an
additional $50 if you are present at the meeting!

Registration starts at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch will be served.

Please vote for your co-op directors!
(See cover wrap for voting ballot and information.)
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Contribute
To Your
Community!
By asking us to “round up”
your electric bill each month
to the next dollar, you give
to the PIE&G Communities
First Fund. It amounts to
about 50¢ a month and,
combined with all who contribute, gives thousands back
to people in the community,
such as scholarships for local
students. Call 800-423-6634
to sign up. Also, visit pieg.
com for more information.
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Treasurer’s Report
Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op’s Statement of Revenue and Balance Sheet for the years ending December 31, 2007
and 2006 are included in this annual report. As indicated by these fnancial reports, the cooperative has completed
another successful year with net margins being $1,696,920. Our electric and natural gas operations continue to show
positive growth.
Our independent auditor, Harris Group, has confrmed that the fnancial statements and records presented to
them accurately refect the fnancial position of the cooperative. The results of our operations and cash fows are in
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
It has been my distinguished pleasure to serve as treasurer for the past year.
Robert Wegmeyer, Treasurer

Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op
Statements of Revenue and Patronage Capital
For years ended Dec. 31, 2007 and 2006

2007
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2006
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Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op
Balance Sheets
Dec. 31, 2007 and 2006

2007

September 2008

www.countrylines.com

2006

37

3It’s Time To Vote!
Members are asked to vote for three directors—one in each district—and vote for the bylaw amendments.
Please cast your ballot by using only one of the following methods below (mail-in, proxy or in-person).

Mail-in Ballot Voting:
1. WHO MAY USE: Anyone who is a member of record as of July 31, 2008, whether or not the member
plans to attend the PIE&G Annual Membership Meeting. Either cosigner of a joint membership may sign the
ballot, but only one ballot may be cast per joint membership. A person receiving electric and/or natural gas
service at more than one premise shall sign only one ballot.
2. HOW TO VOTE: Mark the ballot (printed on the back page of the cover wrap on this issue) for only
one director candidate in each district, vote for the bylaw amendments, and sign your name in the space
provided on the ballot. Only signed ballots are valid and can be counted.
3. WHEN TO VOTE: To be counted, signed ballots must be received by October 17, 2008, at the address
listed on the enclosed postage-paid envelope. Do not include anything in the envelope other than this ballot.
4. NOTICE: A member of the cooperative who submits this Mail-in Ballot has voted and will not receive a
ballot at the Annual Membership Meeting.

Proxy Voting:
PIE&G bylaws allow a member to vote their ballot and vote by proxy for no more than three (3) members.
If you would like to designate another member to vote your ballot, please list this person on the frst line and
place your signature on the second line:
Person assigned to vote:
Member Signature:

________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

The person assigned your vote by proxy must bring this page, complete with signatures, and the mail-in ballot to the
Annual Membership Meeting. Both this proxy form and the ballot are required to cast a proxy vote.

In-Person Voting at Annual Meeting:
You may also vote in person at the PIE&G Annual Meeting which will
be called to order at Posen High School on Friday, October 24, 2008, at
1 p.m. Registration will begin at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be provided.
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To Onaway
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US-23
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See you at the meeting!

M-65
Hawks

Posen High School
10575 Michigan Ave.
Hwy 634

Directions: Posen High School is located at 10575 Michigan Ave. in
Posen. (M-65 is called Michigan Ave. within the village limits.)

Posen
M-65

M-32

